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Acronyms and Abbreviations

CSOs Civil Society Organisations

DevComs Development Communications Network
ESSPIN Education Sector Support Programme in Nigeria
JDP Journalism Development Programme

FCT Federal Capital Territory

FRCN Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria

NGOs Non- Governmental Organisations

NTA Nigerian Television Authority
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Abstract

1. The assignment supports improved media attention to comprehensive and analytical approach
to reporting the education sector. From an initial baseline the project progressed through
sensitization of about 130 journalists at the six ESSPIN focal states and Abuja to two state level
trainings covering about 60 journalists followed by national level training for 18 journalists with
mentoring and immersion component as key part of the process. These culminated in the
award presentation based on the stories filed in by the participants after the national capacity

building training and mentoring.

Executive Summary

The Journalism Development programme was aimed at informing the public of their rights,
responsibilities and roles to securing a better quality education for all Nigerians. Through
strategic partnership and capacity enhancement of journalists in ESSPIN focused states the
programme drew public attention to the importance of good quality education empowering
them to make informed choices about their (and especially their offspring’s) educational
decisions, raise demand for policies supporting quality education and accountability of

budgetary allocations in the education sector.

Specifically the programme addressed the following objectives:

* Support the development of the media in addressing the need for a comprehensive and
analytical approach to reporting the education sector - covering governance in education
management (including expenditure/budget tracking, Whole School Development and
community involvement.

* Build capacity of media professionals through strategic trainings and technical support to
write and produce effective (informed) reports that would promote high quality education
reporting in the context of development in Nigeria

* Generate a significant volume of articles highlighting the need for development of quality
basic education in Nigeria.

The project achieved a number of milestones. The programme reached out to more than 130
journalists from all the ESSPIN States including the FCT through an initial sensitization.
Approximately 60 Education senior correspondents and Line Editors drawn from state and national
newspapers as well as Public Relation Officers of education Ministry, Department and Agencies
were then trained on contemporary issues in the education sector in Nigeria. The programme
recorded a total of 63 stories from both print and broadcast media. This has gone a long way to
register the activities of ESSPIN in Nigeria in the minds of the journalists but more as a development

issue rather than just a project of an organization.

Eleven out of the 18 journalists trained at the national level capacity building submitted stories for

the Award component of the programme.
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Introduction

2. The Nigerian education sector is facing manifold challenges encompassing inadequate and
timely statistics; lack of planning and management capacities, as well as good governance
and transparency in educational management. The sector is also bedevilled by an inherent
funding gap, rationed allocation and utilization of resources lack of innovative educational
provision services to meet the challenges of Universal Basic Education, poor and

inadequate infrastructure and facilities.

3. There is also gender gap at all levels, ineffective quality control, lack of qualitative
knowledge impartation by teachers at all levels, and dearth of equipment, facilities and
resources to promote vocational, science and technical education as well as the use of
Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs). The weakness in the educational
system is a major obstacle to sustainable development in Nigeria, as it cannot prepare

Nigerian pupils and graduates to compete favourably at the global level.

Purpose of the Consultancy

4. The programme focussed on supporting the development of the media in addressing the
need for a comprehensive and analytical approach to reporting the education sector —
covering governance in education management (including expenditure/budget tracking,

Whole School Development and community involvement.

5. Media coverage of the Nigerian Education sector is an ongoing and organic process that
requires continued attention to ensure long term growth. The training was considered an
all round success by journalists and media correspondents, though it was clear from
participants’ feedback that there exists a large appetite for more training programs of this
nature. Overall consensus suggested that to satiate this industry demand for capacity
building events, media focused NGOs should continue to expand the breadth, depth, and
frequency of their training with an in-built institunal engagement of media organisations

and utilization of New Media platforms.

6. Objectives of the programme include:

(i) Creation of capacity building opportunities that improve competence of journalists in
reporting the education sector

(i)  Opportunity for on-site coverage of breaking news on emerging educational
development issues, bringing a sense of responsibility and quality information
management to reporters and media organizations

(iii)  Support the need for an integrated approach in education reporting covering budget
tracking and the public sector angle of education
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Structure of the Report

7.

Reports were sent based on the milestones achieved in the implementation of the project.
Specifically the implementation began with an initial desk review of education reports in
five newspapers. A questionnaire was also developed to gather information from
correspondents and senior journalists on journalism practice and coverage of the education
sector. Findings from these and subsequent pre- and sensitization activities were utilized in

planning other components of the programme.

Methodology and Main Activities

8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

The ESSPIN Journalism Development Programme (JDP) began in August 2010 with a desk
review from 5 national dailies which includes the Guardian, Punch, Champion, Daily Trust
and the Sun Newspapers on how well this newspapers report the education sector

especially universal basic education.

The desk review provided an initial critical perspective on the level of commitment to basic
education reporting in the media. Findings from this (see Annex 8) was utilised in
developing key components at all stages of the programme. It provided new insights to
how best basic education can be reported with development of strategies for the capacity

building component.

About 130 journalists participated in an initial sensitization in the 6 ESSPIN States and the
Federal Capital Territory (Lagos, Enugu, Kwara, Kaduna, Kano, Jigawa and FCT), thereby

setting the pace for future engagement.

An application guideline was developed for selection of those who will participate at State
level trainings conducted between December 6 and 16 2010. (see Annex 11). The
successful journalists from Lagos, Enugu and Kwara attended the capacity building in Lagos
State, while those from Kano, Kaduna, Jigawa and FCT attended theirs in Kaduna State. The
trainings had presentations with Q&A, interactive roundtable discussions, and group
exercises meant to emulate real life scenarios addressing issues crucial to the effective
development and prioritization of education within the household unit and the community

as a whole. A field trip was also conducted during the two trainings.

The State level training activity deepened the knowledge of the journalists in reporting
unreported development and issues in the education sector. It also empowered them with
skills to hold their various state governments accountable on education and other related
issues. After the states capacity building participants reported stories from their various

base as it affects the education sector.

Of all 53 journalists that were trained from all the various state 18 were successful based

on the review of their reports by senior journalists (Mentors) who evaluated their reporting
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output using a set of content analysis criteria.  Although the plan was to have 20
participants at the National Capacity training only 18 were able to scale through the

rigorous selection process.

14. Two Journalists were co-opted into the programme from Abuja, Boco Edet of Daily Trust
and Erasmus Alamere of Champion Newspaper. The two publications form
part of the baseline study with majority of the stories based on assignment

and news reports among others.

15. The national capacity building was conducted for the 18 successful participants from the
ESSPIN States and FCT between 27" and 29" of March 2011. These participants had a Boot
Camp in Abuja where media experts, education professionals and stakeholders in the
education sector came to deliver presentations, as well as engage in robust discussions.
Mentors provided the journalism perspectives of the presentations and helped story ideas

development process.

16. Mentoring of the journalists started immediately after the national capacity building, and
individual journalists were guided and directed on how to go about their various stories.
The Mentors were also used as presenters and facilitators so that they could have an
insight to where the journalists were coming from, and also to have an in-depth
understanding of the process. They helped in the development of story ideas in the course

of the programme.

17. The climax of the Journalist Development Programme (JDP) was the award ceremony which
took place on October 19th, 2011 in Abuja. The award presentation had eight awardees
drawn from the eighteen journalists who were trained during the national capacity building
held between March 27th and March 29" 2011.

Findings

18. Impact of stories leading to holding government accountable in some of the media has
begun yielding positive responses already. A number of anecdotal evidences abound within
the journalists and their media organizations depicted by a number of examples not limited

to the following:

* Holding government accountable on the Nigerian education sector is expected to lead
to better governance and improved socio economic development. This requires
consistency in media reports beyond the issue-attention cycle of media coverage.
Participants agreed that the media can enhance the transparency of the decision
making processes of government through collaborative and syndication of story ideas

among them and between their media organizations. This is to be explored further.
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* To impact on the policy-making processes require access to credible information and
alliance with key stakeholders in the education sector. There are elements of
networking with civil society and senior government officials in the education sector
but the reporters still need to explore a more interactive approach in developing their

stories utilising the skills set developed during the training.

* Mentees are expected to still keep in touch with their Mentors beyond the JDP to
ensure that there is an interactive scheme where high-standard of reporting is
ascertained, as well as ensure that there is an effective flow of information in ideas

development and stories they write.

* Gathering data with credible analysis is a good tool for targeted advocacy with
government and decision makers. Thus the participants resolved to use this as a way of
influencing and affecting decision making processes from the government. However
more expertise needs to be developed by the participants through other capacity

building opportunities.

Achievements

19. A number of milestones were achieved in the implementation of the programme. Eleven
out of the 18 journalists were submitted stories for the Award component of the
programme. A number of others had been assigned to focus more on politics as the
country went into elections during the programme since they were mostly state

correspondents and had to report other beats at the same time.

20. The Journalism Development Programme in its totality was able to reach out to more than
130 journalists from all the ESSPIN States including the FCT. The programme recorded a
total of 63 stories from both print and broadcast media in the following sequence 35 from
the state capacity building and 28 from the national capacity building. This has gone a long
way to register the activities of ESSPIN in Nigeria in the minds of the journalists but more as

a development issue rather than just a project of an organization.

21. Bashir Muhammad Inuwa of Freedom radio before the inception of the JDP was not
covering the education beat but has been able to introduced three programmes addressing
the education sector. These include “Girl-Child Education, The plight of Almajiris, and
Tsangaya Schools” all geared towards covering education sector issues and ensuring

accountable government education issues.

22. Six of the journalists who attended the capacity building had done stories which brought
about immediate response and action from the government. In Enugu, Lawrence Njoku of
The Guardian, Ita Etim of The Champion and Tony Edike of The Sun all did stories on the
deplorable state of education infrastructure in Enugu. This brought them to wrath with the

8

Education Sector Support Programme in Nigeria



State Governor, who immediately called for them and in less than 24 hours after they did
their story, the school they all reported about was roofed and renovated. The case of the
headmistress who was placed under suspension because she granted the reporters
interview is receiving attention by the journalists. However ESSPIN Enugu State can explore
ways to assist the headmistress. Also in Lagos, Kikelomo Ifekoya of Radio Nigeria, Lagos,
Gabriel Dike of The Sun and Kayode Falade of The Compass did stories on the abysmal
state of the infrastructure in the education sector in Lagos State, and were accused of being
among the people that hindered the state Deputy Governor from returning for second

term.

23. The need to deepen the understanding of the reporters on how to use data to convey
human angle stories in a way that would appeal to the reasoning and conscience of their
audiences is seen as a critical issue. Therefore the participants agreed to learn more on this,
to help expand the impact of their stories. Tony Akowe of The Nation Newspapers utilized
this approach and was able to get support for a primary school drop-out, in Kaduna State,
to continue her education. However there was poor linkage with ESSPIN Kaduna State for
further action on this development. Future links with the participants need to be

strengthened as the project continues.

24. Tony Akowe, the Nation Newspapers Kaduna emerged as the best in print and the overall

winner of the Journalism Development Programme.

25. Kikelomo Ifekoya, Radio Nigeria Lagos emerged as best in radio category based on her
detailed reportage of the education sector if compare to the two other radio journalist in

the competition.

26. . Anthony Forson, Nigerian Television Authority NTA Kaduna was also another journalist
whose story triggers concerns by the management of Nigerian Television Authority which
for them was not government friendly and was seen as antithesis to government policies
on basic education. But the same story the management of NTA complained about was
aired all through the day before the award presentation upon notification that the story

was nominated for the award.

27. Toyin Adurodija Adebayo, National Life Newspaper llorin emerged as the winner from
Kwara State based on her human angle stories and her willingness to learn. She also
created an online platform for publishing her stories during the project and has since been

using it as an alternative platform beyond her organization.

28. Boco Edet,Daliy Trust of Abuja emerged as the winner from Abuja. The publication sent

three reporters to cover the event.
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29. . Binta Lawan Umar, Freedom Radio Jigawa emerged as the winner from her state with her
news report in Hausa and English language. Two reporters were sent in from Kano to cover

the award.

30. . Lawrance Njoku, Guardian Newspaper Enugu, emerged as the winner from Enugu State.

31. Bashir Muhammad Inuwa, Freedom Radio emerged as the state winner from Kano state.

Conclusions

32. The Journalism Development Programme has proven to be a good methodology for
engaging the journalist as the voice of the voiceless and holding the government of Nigeria
accountable and ensuring that, child education is taken with all sense of seriousness. It is

imperative that this monument is continued to ensure that the desired change is achieved.

33. The poorest of the poor are most affected by budget cuts, having no other alternative to
public services like education. Thus there is a tremendous need for journalists to better
understand the budget and allocation process that drives funding for government
initiatives meant to serve the public interest and society by the journalists. Holding
government accountable on the Nigerian education sector will lead to better governance
and socio economic development. This can enhance the transparency of the decision

making processes of government.

34. The media has the social responsibility of setting the National Agenda especially in
developing countries. As such they should ensure that the opinions of the people on
government policies and programs are related back to the government through effective

feedback mechanisms.

35. An effective journalist must understand the need to effectively gain access and change
their attitude when developing relationships so that they can more effectively develop their
stories and help get information into the hands of important policy shapers and decision

makers

36. The media plays important roles in grassroots mobilization and empowerment of the
citizenry. Journalists need to know how to effectively harness the full power and guiding

force of their voice when mobilizing those in civil society.

Options and Next Steps

* As aresult of experience sharing of some journalists whose stories triggered immediate

government reaction and response, all the participants resolved to engage in in-depth
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and investigative approach, aimed at a more people-center policy development and

programmes reporting.

* ESSPIN at state and federal levels can support the process of linking journalists to
relevant sources of information which will help them in terms of analysis of document
on regulatory policies and budget, community involvement in terms of benefits
derived, numerous interviews with on the record sources and interview with

anonymous sources. ESSPIN website should be explored for some of these efforts.

* There is a need for further development of skills in the area of financial education of
the participants. While the participants were empowered with a basic knowledge of
public finance analysis and budgeting so as to function effectively in national
development there is a need to build on this for future utilization in their work. This is
being looked at as collaboration with other agencies with core-competence in budget

tracking such as Action AID.

* There is need for continued field reporting, media Forum, unreported development in
the education sector, Online Platforms and the New Media. To this end Devcoms will
continue to make requisite contact with the journalists while relying on issue focused

input by ESSPIN and key actors in the Education sector.

* A regular monthly or quarterly Media Forum is hereby proposed in each ESSPIN states
anchored on the JDP participants and led by the award winners. An integrated focus
with opportunities in other journalism focus areas is also proposed with the
participants trained and mentored in related areas like public health, science and other

education sector relevant issues.

* ESSPIN should provide regular case studies which Devcoms can share with the JDP
awardees for further investigation and story development. Also an investigative story
grant can be instituted in a competitive manner with application open to a wider
spectrum of journalists coupled with an end of program award as follow-up to the
initial JDP.

* Other possible areas are the utilization of new media platforms like face-book, monthly
news bulletin adapted from research findings from ESSPIN and other education sector
organizations. ESSPIN collaborating CSOs should also be trained on media skills as a

precursor to a robust relationship with the media.

* A continuous interaction between the journalists (mentees) and their mentors is still
imperative. This is needed for continuous knowledge management and communication

of relevant information to the journalists at periodic times.
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Annex 1: Terms of Reference for ESSPIN Journalism Development 2010 - 2011

Background

ESSPIN

The Education Sector Support Programme in Nigeria (ESSPIN) is a six year UK Department for
International Development (DFID) programme of education development assistance and is a part of a
suite of State Level Programmes aimed at improvements in governance and the delivery of basic
services. ESSPIN’s aim is to have a sustainable impact upon the way in which government in Nigeria
delivers education services and is directed at enabling institutions to bring about systemic change in
the education system, leveraging Nigerian resources in support of State and Federal Education Sector
Plans and building capacity for sustainability. It is currently operating in five States (Kano, Kaduna,
Kwara, Jigawa and Lagos) and at the Federal level. ESSPIN builds upon previous technical assistance
projects in education and runs in parallel with World Bank credit-funded projects in four of the States
(the State Education Sector Project (SESP) in Kano, Kaduna and Kwara and SESP Il in Lagos).

ESSPIN Communications and Knowledge Management

Communications and Knowledge Management (C&KM) has a vital role to play in raising issues,
promoting solutions and explaining stakeholders’ rights, roles and responsibilities in order to
encourage greater transparency and accountability across the Nigerian education sector and to
achieve ESSPIN’s higher level governance objectives. ESSPIN and the programme partners need a
two-way engagement with diverse audiences at all levels of the sector to ensure the flow of relevant
information to facilitate the supply and demand of improved education services. In promoting the
“reform agenda” at Federal, State / LGA, School and Community levels we seek to create
understanding as to why the system is broken and what is needed to fix it, with the opportunity to
highlight success and failure. We can prompt the questions and indicate the answers and, by working
with the various media (an integral part of civil society), ESSPIN can help create a critical mass of
advocates willing to actively seek systemic change from inside and outside the Nigerian education
sector. This translates into pressure for funding to flow to schools, for comprehensive improvements
in the delivery of quality education and for greater community participation in the management of
schools. Ultimately, in the progression from information and awareness raising to mobilisation and
engagement, C&KM is a about provoking a response and a spur to action. In the long term this
promotes institutional development and behavioural change.

The Journalism Development programme is one of a range of communication activities, ideally
interlinked, which is proposed under the ESSPIN Communications and Knowledge Management
strategy. This strategy is based on the premise that C&KM do not constitute distinct programme
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outputs but are cross cutting. C&KM activities, including journalism development, must therefore
support the delivery of the four programme outputs and the achievement of the programme
purpose’.

Key Reference Documents on Communications and Knowledge Management for ESSPIN

* Annex V Communications and Knowledge Management, pp 183 to 188, ESSPIN Technical
Proposal, February 2008

¢ Communication & Knowledge Management Approach Paper, April 2009

* ESSPIN Inception Report (including Implementation Plans), May 2009

* www.esspin.org

Concept of ESSPIN Journalism Development

Education is a public trust as such, the public has a fundamental right to know and contribute to its
development from conception to implementation. Thus agencies in the education sector need the
buy-in of the Nigerian public for its programmes to succeed. This is based on the premise that social
sector service is about the people and communication is an important component fundamental for a

re-branded education sector.

This programme will support Nigeria’s education sector development and growth through a
constructive media engagement and support. The strategy is to utilize the inherent power of the
media to build broad based understanding and engender action towards the acceptance and support

for initiatives to reform education.

ESSPIN therefore wishes to commission a Journalism Development programme aims at developing a
collaborative approach with a selected but sizeable group of journalists that will raise their awareness
and understanding of education sector issues and develop their capacity to identify, investigate and
present education stories to the public. By developing their professionalism and the quality of their
reporting we hope to bring lasting improvements to the way the sector is reported.

ESSPIN’s programme of support will also elicit a stream of informed stories and articles over an
extended period to ensure continuous coverage of education in Nigeria for consideration and
comment by the literate public. Whilst promoting the press’ role as the “fourth estate”, to act as a
guardian of the public interest and as a watchdog on the activities of government, we are as keen to
create space for dissemination of a positive reform agenda as we are to represent the voices of the

'=“The planning, financing and delivery of sustainable and replicable basic education services in terms of access, equity

and quality are improved at Federal level and in up to six States”
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uneducated. These stories will also document progress towards the achievement of the programmes

goals and will be available for wider syndication.

Purpose

The ESSPIN Journalism Development programme will contribute to informing the public of their
rights, responsibilities and roles to securing a better quality education for all Nigerians. The use of the
Nigerian media will draw public attention and appreciation of the importance of good quality
education will empower the Nigerian society to make informed choices about their (and especially
their offspring’s) educational decisions, raise demand for policies supporting quality education and
accountability of allocations, increase the literacy level and will thereby contribute to increased
wealth, and gender equity which would further boost Nigeria’s autonomy and economic

development.

Objectives

The ESSPIN Journalism Development Programme will address the following objectives:

* Support the development of the media in addressing the need for a comprehensive and
analytical approach to reporting the education sector - covering governance in education
management (including expenditure/budget tracking, Whole School Development and
community involvement.

* Build capacity of media professionals through strategic trainings and technical support to
write and produce effective (informed) reports that would promote high quality education
reporting in the context of development in Nigeria

* Generate a significant volume of articles highlighting the need for development of quality
basic education in Nigeria.

Outputs

* Approximately 60 Education senior correspondents and Line Editors drawn from state and
national newspapers as well as Public Relation Officers of education Ministry, Department and
Agencies sensitised on contemporary issues in the education sector in Nigeria

* Increased capacity of approx 60 journalists/PROs on comprehensive and analytical approach
to reporting the education sector

* Approximately 70 articles, suitable for publication, focusing on governance and / or service
delivery in the education sector

Scope of Work
Prospective service providers for the Journalism Development must detail their proposed approach

and methodology to delivering the programme.
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Key areas of activity will include:

* The development and management of a Journalism Development programme:

The programme will involve a preliminary desk review of stories on education and
developmental issues written by reporters in various print media houses. These
reporters will be shortlisted as participants for a sensitization programme on
education issues.

Upto approximately 140 participants drawn from Abuja, Enugu, Jigawa, Kaduna, Kano,
Kwara and Lagos will participate in a one day sensitization programme in each state
and FCT. (Journalists from Abuja could join one of the state programmes).

Further to the sensitisation, there will be a call for applications to the more focused
ESSPIN media development programme. Applications should include drafts / outlines
of proposed stories — ideally with evidence of publication.

The average of 10 applicants in each state who show most potential will be brought
together for a more intensive capacity building programme. This will involve individual
journalism assignments to produce stories / articles for publication which will be
assessed to determine winners of awards at the state level.

The best state participants will be offered a higher, national level of training with
elements of mentoring and immersion (possibly including attachment to education
sector MDAs). The participants will undertake further assignments with support from
ESSPIN and partners to generate in-depth features / articles on a chose education
topic related to the ESSPIN programme.

Assessment of published work will determine a national ESSPIN award winner

* Liaison and collaboration with ESSPIN Lead Specialists to ensure the programme is integrated

with the delivery of the ESSPIN programme outputs. Interaction with Communications and

Knowledge Management team at Abuja and the states is critical.

* A process of quality assurance and monitoring and evaluation to be developed with ESSPIN.

* Linking to other media being used for ESSPIN communications, e.g. radio, film/video and

theatre.

* Project management, including the management of other technical inputs as required,

logistical arrangements and financial management.

* Reporting (see below).
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Timeframe

The overall timeframe of the project is estimated at approximately 12 months starting by 31 July
2010 and final evaluation by 31 December 2011. A provisional timetable is shown below

Event Deadline
Submission of Proposals and Budgets 16 July 2010
Contract Agreement 30 July 2010
Mobilisation 15 August 2010
Desk review Pre Sensitisation Activities 30 September 2010
State Sensitisation Events 31 October 2010
State Level Capacity Building 30 November 2010
Assessment 31 January 2011
National Capacity Building 15 March 2011
Mentoring/Immersion (submission of articles) 30 May 2011
Assessment 30 June 2011
National Awards 15 July 2011

Print Media Programme Evaluation and Final | 31 August 2011
Reporting

Management Arrangements and Reporting

The Service Provider will optimise use of, and development of Nigerian personnel in providing its
services. The Service Provider, working in close coordination with ESSPIN will develop an appropriate
and lean project management structure, and identify and mobilise personnel to provide technical

assistance for the implementation of the project.

The Service Provider will report to the Lead Specialist Information Management. Monthly progress
meetings will be held between ESSPIN and the Service Provider. ESSPIN will provide technical
guidance on education sector issues to be covered by selected journalists.
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The contract will be designed on a milestone basis with subsequent engagement dependent on
satisfactory achievement of agreed milestones. The milestones of the programme will reflect key
deadlines shown in the table above and provisionally are: Contract Signing, State Level Sensitisation,
State Level Awards, National Level Awards, and Final Reporting.

Technical and Project Reports, and other documentation as appropriate, are required relating to the
Outputs as described above. All reports should use the prescribed template and formatting styles.
(NB all ESSPIN reports are potentially public documents for widespread circulation and should
therefore be written with due sensitivity and the use of appropriate language. Any necessary

comment likely to cause offence should be made in an accompanying memo).

Organisational Background, Experience and References

Organisations / companies intending to undertake the Journalism Development programme for
ESSPIN must provide a brief organisational profile indicating the organisation’s governance and
management structure and staffing. Evidence is required of the organisation’s registration with
appropriate Nigerian authorities (right to operate in Nigeria) and financial probity, including bank
account details.

Proposals for undertaking the Journalism Development programme must include evidence of
previous relevant contracted experience including the project title, duration and dates, total contract
budget managed by the organisation, client and a brief description of the project (max 200 words).
Named referees at executive management level within a minimum of two previous client

organisations must be provided.

Qualifications and Competencies

The prospective organisations/companies must provide the names and CVs (maximum 3 pages) of
key personnel to be deployed on this project indicating their:

* Qualifications

* Professional experience

* Other experience relevant to this project

* Other knowledge relevant to this programme

* Other skills and abilities relevant to this project

Response to Terms of Reference

ESSPIN invites proposals and budgets from bona fide organisations / companies in response to these
TORs. The General and Technical Proposal must detail their proposed approach and methodology to
delivering the ESSPIN Journalism Development programme.
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These should be sent by email to bankole.ebisemiju@esspin.org by 16 July 2010.

General and Proposals should be written in MS Word, minimum font size 11 and no longer than

fifteen pages (not including CVs) and should cover:

Executive Summary (max 1 page)

Section 1 Any Qualification to these Terms of Reference (can be blank)

Section 2 Technical Response (including your approach and methodology and your proposed
management arrangements)

Section 3 Names and intended roles of personnel to work on this programme
Section 4 Relevant previous organisational experience

Section 5 Any other matters of significance (can be blank).

Section 6 CVs of personnel to work on this programme

37. The separate Proposed Budget should be produced in MSExcel, minimum font size 10 and no

longer than 3 page Annexes should be used to collect together charts, tables, diagrams, etc., which
might detract from the flow of the text if included in the main body of the report.

38. They can also allow for much more detailed descriptions or whole technical documents, which are not
essential to the main text but which the reader might find useful to understand the background better,

or to read more detail.

39. Include any relevant supporting information, such as statistical information, organisational diagrams,
equipment specification lists, training proposals, supplementary materials, references, etc. e.g. people
involved, training programme, immediate course evaluation, detailed methodology, reference to a

more detailed technical report that stands alone.

40. Include also the full terms of reference for the assignment, and the final version of the programme of

activities.

41. Formatting in each Annex should, as much as is practical, use the same styles as the main body of the
document but paragraph numbering should start again in each annex and section and sub-section
headings should be used judiciously in long annexes to avoid developing an overlong Table of

Contents. Divide Annexes with section breaks.
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Attandance List
One day Sensitization Programme for Journalism Development Programme of ESSPIN
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Annex 3: Agenda for State Capacity Building

JOURNALISM DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME ON EDUCATION SECTOR IN NIGERIA

DAY 1

CAPACITY BUILDING TRAINING AGENDA

6" December 2010.

Time

Activity

Key Person

12:00pm-5:00pm

Arrival & Registration

All Participants

5:00pm-6:15am

Pre Climate Setting

DevComs

6:15pm-7:30pm

Dinner

All Participants

DAY 2

7" December 2010

Time

Activity

Key Person

8:00am-8:30am

Registration

All Participants

8:30am-8:45am Introduction & Climate Setting DevComs
8:45am-9:30am Overview of Nigerian Education Sector: An analysis of ESSPIN

the Universal Basic Education.
9:30am-9:45am Discussion and Feedback on Presentation All

9:45am-10:00am Tea/Coffee Break

10:00am-10:45am

Budget Tracking: an imperative tool to accountability

and transparency in the education sector.

Emeka Nsofor

11:00am-11:15am

Discussion and Feedback on Presentation

All

11:15am- 12:00pm

Determining accountability and transparency through

investigative reporting.

Declan Okpalaeke

12:00- 12-15pm

Discussion and Feedback on Presentation

All

12:15pm-1:00pm

Media’s role in covering governance in education

Yinka
Oyegbile/Sanya
Onayoade

1:00pm-1:15pm

Discussion and Feedback on Presentation

All

1:15pm-2:15pm

Lunch Break & Recess

Education Sector Support Programme in Nigeria
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2:15pm- 3:15pm

Group Work: Strategic Media engagement with
government to mitigate falling education standard

Participants

3:15pm —3:45pm

Plenary/presentation by the groups

All

3:45pm-4:15pm

4:30pm-5:00pm

DAY 3

ESSPIN Documentary

8" December 2010

Feedback, story ideas and field trip preparation

All

All

8:00am-8:10am

Registration

5:00pm-5:30pm

stories from outcome of field trip

Review of field trip outcome

8:10am-8:30am Recap of Day two Kayode lyalla
8:30am-8:45am Roll out of field trip itinerary DevComs
8:45am-3:00pm Field trip All
3:00pm: 4:00pm Practical session: Developing and writing of All

Education Sector Support Programme in Nigeria
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DAY 4 9" December 2010

Time Activity Key Person

8:00am-8:10am Registration
8:10am-8:15am Recap of Day three Kayode lyalla
8:15am-9:00am Generating and producing effective DEVCOMS

reports to promote education

development
9:00am-9:15am Discussion and Feedback on Presentation All
9:15am-10:00am The place of the media in shaping public Group Work

perceptions and opinions on universal

basic education.

10:00am-10:15am Discussion and Feedback on Presentation All

10:15am-11:00am Reporting Education issues to Precipitate Akin Jimoh

Positive Action (Immersion journalistic style)

11:00am-11:15am Discussion and Feedback on Presentation All

11:15am-12:00pm Using new media (blog, Skype etc) Akin Jimoh

12:00pm-12:15pm Discussion and Feedback on Presentation All

12: 15pm-1:00pm Media / Community involvement, for Yinka Oyegbile/Sanya
whole school development Onayoade

1:00pm-1:15am Discussion and Feedback on Presentation All

2:15pm-4:00pm Group Work: Story ideas and presentation Participants

Education Sector Support Programme in Nigeria




DAY 5 10" December 2010.

Time Activity Key Person
8:00am-8:10am Registration
8:10am-8:25am Recap of Day four
8:25am-9:10am Saving the falling standard of the Rotimi Oyekanmi
Nigerian Education Sector: The Media’s
Role
9:10am-9:55am Discussion and Feedback on Presentation All
10:10am-10:50am Developing a Communiqué ( call to action) All
10:50am-11:20am Feed Back and Next Steps DevComs
11:20am-11:30am Presentation of Certificates DevComs/ESSPIN

Annex 4: Agenda for National Capacity Building

EDUCATION SECTOR JOURNALISM DEVELOPMENT TRAINING
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March 27 to 29, 2011.

DAY 1
Time Activity Key Person
12:00pm- Arrival & Registration: 19 participants expected All Participants
4:00pm
4:00pm- Pre-Climate Objective Devcoms
6:15pm Setting: GROUP * Share personal experience of
ACTIVITY writing/producing education
stories
* Group journalists into a focal
group to analyse 3 reports each
generated from education field to
ascertain from their own
perspective factors such as
richness of content, accuracy,
relevance and logical sequence of
reports
* Group presentation by
representative of Group
¢ Organiser Introduction on
sequence of the training
6:15pm- Dinner All Participants
7:30pm
DAY 2
Time Activity Key Person
9:00am- Registration All Participants
9:15am
9:15am- Introduction & Components: DevComs
9:30am Climate Setting * Review of previous day
9:30am- PRESENTATION 1: David Strawbridge
10:15pm Whole School Development for improved Basic Education in | ESSPIN
Nigeria
10:15am- The Journalism: Discussion and Feedback on Presentation Anselm Okolo/Akin Jimoh
10:35am All
10:35am-10:50am Tea/Coffee Break
10:50am- PRESENTATION 2 Components of PRESENTATION Clement Wasah
11:20am Overview of * Analysis of current trends in Alubo Peoples Rights

Nigerian Education

Sector: An analysis

basic education by geo-
political zone

* Issues Emerging From Media

Initiative (APRI)

clementwasah@yahoo.com
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of the Universal Reports

* Alook at present education
policies by region and how
media reports can influence
policy

* Highlights of secondary
determinants of education
standard: budgets and policy

implementation

Basic Education.

08033737253

11:20am- The Journalism: Discussion and Feedback on Presentation Anselm Okolo/Akin Jimoh

11:40am All

11:40am- PRESENTATION 3 Andrew Mamedu

12:10pm Budget Tracking of Education Sector Allocations 08037175377
Action AID
Andrew.mamedu@actionai
d.org

12:10pm- The Journalism: Discussion and Feedback on Presentation Anselm Okolo/Akin Jimoh

12:30pm All

12:30pm- Telling Education Stories with Pictures Diran Onifade

1:00 pm NTA

1:00pm — Discussion and Feedback on Presentation

1:20 pm

1:20pm-2:20pm Lunch Break & Recess

2:20pm- Group Work: Group Discussion on analysis of presentations | Participants

3:20pm and story ideas discussion

3:20pm — Plenary/presentation by the groups and individual story All

5:20pm ideas

5:30pm Feed Back & Wrap up

DAY 3
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Time Activity Key Person

8:00am- Registration
8:30am
8:30am- Recap of Day two
8:45am
8:45am- PRESENTATION 4: Policy Analysis and CSACEFA
9:15am interpreting Education Statistics for journalistic | Wale Samuel

reporting wale.samuel@yahoo.com
9:15am- The Journalism: Discussion and Feedback on Anselm Okolo/Akin Jimoh
9:35am Presentation All
9:35am - PRESENTATION 2: Review and Analysis of select | Sanya Onayoade, Anselm
12:00pm Education Reports submitted by journalists Okolo

Yinka Oyegbile, Akin Jimoh
12:00 = Story Expectations Bankole Ebisemiju/Richard
12.30pm Hanson
12:00pm- Story Development with mentors in groups Sanya Onayoade, Anselm
2:00pm Okolo
Yinka Oyegbile, Akin Jimoh

2.00pm- LUNCH BREAK
3.00pm
2.00pm- Group plenary, Mentoring process and ALL
4.00pm presentation of story structure
4:00pm- Next Steps Devcoms
5:00pm
5:30pm- WRAP-UP AND CLOSE ALL
6:00pm
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Annex 5:

Attendance for National Capacity Building
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NATIONAL CAPACITY BUILDING ON EDUCATION SECTOR JOURNALISM DEVELOPMENT TRAINING

March 27 to 29, 2011.
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Annex 6: SAMPLE PRESENTATION

NATIONAL OVERVIEW OF NIGERIAN EDUCATION SECTOR: AN ANALYSIS OF THE
UNIVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION.

NATIONAL OVERVIEW OF NIGERIAN EDUCATION SECTOR:

AN ANALYSIS OF THE UNIVERSAL BASIC EDUCATION.

By
Clement Wasah

A presentation at Education Sector Journalism Development Training Organised

By Devcoms Network

At Villa-U Hotel Wuse 2,

29, Alexandria Crescent off Aminu Kano Wuse |, Abuja

On Monday March 28, 20

PREAMBLE

INTRODUCTION

Nigeria is a study in great complexity; it is home to over 350 distinct languages and nationalities. Though
sometimes distinguishable by geographical location, specific cultural traits and patterns of life, there are
overlaps. Hence we talk of unity in diversity. Religion, commerce, and deliberate political actions have had a
considerable influence on many aspects of the indigenous cultures, including approaches to education.
However, contact of the varied nations and regions with Islam and Christianity at different times and
circumstances seems to have impacted more on education than any other influence. For instance, Islam was
introduced to the northern part as early as the eleventh century AD and it gradually spread to other parts of
the country, while Christianity came around 1842, through Christian missionary activities in the areas
bordering the Atlantic Ocean in the southern tip of the country. Not only does each of these religions have
different forms of education and world view, they have become the two major religions of the country. Thus at
the dawn of the 20" century, three fundamentally distinct education systems existed in Nigeria - the
indigenous system, the Quranic schools, and formal European-style educational institutions. This is the root of
educational disparities between regions, states and local government areas in Nigeria.

POLITICAL EVOLUTION

Prior to the era of British colonization, the geographical space now known as Nigeria was home to
independent contiguous nationalities, each of which had its distinctive political systems.. The groups
interacted with one another through trade and commerce, as well as diplomacy Contiguous groups also
occasionally engaged in wars and territorial conquests. The British, through a combination of wars, treaties,
trade agreements, and territorial mergers occupied most of the country (divided into the Protectorates of
Northern and Southern Nigeria) by the beginning of the 20" century.

For ease of control the two protectorates were amalgamated in 1914 and became known as The Colony and
Protectorate of Nigeria. Constitutional changes were to follow in periodic successions in the decades following
the amalgamation. In 1939, the country was divided into three regions North, East and West. By 1946, the
nationalist struggle had led to a constitutional review (the Richard’s Constitution), which established Houses of
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Assembly in the three regions. The McPherson’s Constitution of 1952 established Nigeria as a Federation of
three regions, with a federal territory of Lagos (the national capital).

Nationalist pressures paid off towards the end of that decade with the granting of self-government to the
Eastern and Western regions in 1957, to the Northern region in 1959, and finally political independence on 1
October 1960.

On independence the Federal system was retained with the regions. The regions have since been split into
states. The federal Republic of Nigeria is today composed of 36 States and a Federal Capital Territory (FCT),
and 774 constitutionally recognized Local Government Areas (LGAs). Education is on the concurrent list and so
it is the business of all tiers of government

In principle the main responsibilities of the Federal government in education, especially basic education are in
the realm of policy formulation, coordination and monitoring while the mange secondary schools and Local
Governments provide primary education.

However, a handful of institutions at the secondary level (the Unity Schools and technical colleges) enjoy
federal direct control, and the states are also directly responsible for a considerable proportion of the tertiary
institutions.

The private sector and non-governmental organization also provide basic, secondary and tertiary education
services. Currently, primary and junior secondary education constitutes basic education that is supposed to be
free and compulsory. Thus the first nine years of formal education constitutes basic education, which is
supposed to be universal and compulsory for all school age children.

GENESIS OF EDUCATIONAL DISPARITIES IN NIGERIA

The origin of Nigeria’s universal educational policies/programmes dates back to the 1955 comprehensive
education laws of and the western Nigeria, 1957 Universal Primary Education (UPE) of the Eastern region.
Although regional disparities in education are as old as Nigeria, they accentuated at this period.

Perhaps due to the hangover from the British colonial policy of “if you educate the Northerner you will
produce progressive Muslim intellectuals of the type we have in Egypt and India”(Sanusi Lamido Sanusi,2011),
the Northern region did not launch UPE. The establishment might have reasoned that “if we give universal
education to the mass of the people, we will lose their loyalty”. Or how would we explain the demand of the
northern establishment, symbolized by the emirs, for review of the 1976 Local Government Reforms and the
Universal Basic Education (UBE) Law to give them authority over the education sector? (ThisDay,
26/10/2010).

Note that even though the Northern Region had established primary schools in cities and villages and opened
secondary schools and Teacher Training Colleges in major towns, the policy of UPE first applied in the region
only in 1976 when the Federal Government introduced UPE. Indeed, one of the reasons for UPE was to reduce
the educational imbalance between the North and South, note here

It is worthy to that, incessant military intervention and changes in government in quick succession, variations
in the non-uniformity in the system of primary education... led to changes in educational policies most
especially, at the primary school level. ( Okugbe , 2009). Another scholar has observed that the Nigerian
education sector, policies / programmes change like the wind vane with every successive government (Ejere,
2011). Up until UBE, policy diversity and summersaults have characterized educational development in
Nigeria. Indeed, previous education initiatives failed because of lack of proper planning, inability to project the

estimated population that would be in school during the period, lack of knowledge of the number of teachers
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that would be required, inability to estimate the cost of providing the accurate number of school buildings,
learning facilities and the financial implication of the entire programme.
Few examples of policy summersaults:
Between 1970 and 1985 government took over schools from private and voluntary organizations.
In 1975 the Federal Government took over all universities in Nigeria.
The 1979 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria lifted ban on establishment of universities by
state governments, voluntary agencies, or private persons enabling some states in the south to
establish state universities, e.g. Lagos State university, Ambrose Ali University at Ekpoma,
4. Between 1977 and 1999 private universities were banned and unbanned twice (1977, 1984), (1979,
1999).
5. 2005 the Federal Government withdraw from participating in JSS in its Unity schools but resumes this
year to set the to for disarticulation, but today NECO is to conduct entrance examination into JSS.

OBJECTIVES OF UBE

The current UBE programme was launched in 1999 but the enabling law, UBE Act 2004, came almost five years
later. UBE is an attempt to enhance access to education especially among children irrespective of their
socioeconomic status and geographical background. It represents a milestone in the enhancement of
individual's right to formal education, especially to the disadvantaged groups which are identified as the
children of nomadic pastorals, migrant fisher folks, migrant farmers and hunters, who due to their lifestyle are

unable to have access to the conventional educational provision (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2004).

UBE is also in response to advocacies of the Jomtien and Dakar World Conferences on Education, MDGs, and
also a national action plan for achieving the globally agreed EFA goals.

From human rights angle education is a pre-condition for the emancipation of the individuals from ignorance,
poverty and human slavery and for economic empowerment. Indeed, education is a right in itself. It is in this
line the UBE policy and programmes should be analyzed. The objectives of UBE are:

a) Vision Statement

“At the end of 9 years of continuous education, every child through the system should possess appropriate

level of literacy, numeracy, communication, manipulative and life skills and be employable, useful to

himself and the society at large by possessing relevant ethical, moral and civic skills”.

b) UBE Mission Statement
To serve as a prime energizer of a rational movement for the actualization of the nation’s UBE vision
working in contact with all stakeholders thus, mobilizing the nation’s creative energies to ensure that,
EFA becomes the responsibility of all.

c) UBE Objectives
(i) Ensuring unaltered access to 9 years of formal basic education.
(ii) Provision of free, universal education for every Nigerian child of school going age.
(iii ) Reducing drastically the incidence of dropout from the formal school system through improved
relevance, quality and efficiency.
(iv) Ensuring the acquisition of appropriate levels of literacy, numeracy, manipulation, communication
and life skills as well as the ethical, moral and civic values needful for laying a solid foundation for
lifelong learning (Source: UBE 2000).

The UBE policy, the enabling act and the programmes are laudable and progressive. But as with other sectors

of our national life , implementation is the challenge. Pre-dating UBE was the National Policy on Education
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provides for a hierarchical 6-3-3-4 structure (six years of primary, three years of junior secondary, three years
of senior secondary and four years of higher education.

EMERGING ISSUES

.. This paper sees policy as a statement of action and intentions while programmes are the means designed to
achieve the action and intentions. As with other policies and programmes in Nigeria, the emerging issues in

UBE include the following:

1) Policy and programmes

UBE was launched in 1999, but it took nine years (2008) to unveil the UBE curriculum and five years to have
the enabling law, UBE Act 2004. There are also issues with the curriculum released last year.Most of the
policies to address specific needs and challenges only became available only from 2006-7, examples include
National Policy on Gender in Education, National Policy on Integrated Early Childhood Education, National
Policy on HIV and AIDS.

The policy on the disarticulation of junior secondary schools from senior secondary schools has not being
faithfully implemented. In fact, the Federal Governments has reversed itself on disarticulation in its unity
schools. NECO has been giving the responsibility of conducting common entrance examination for junior
secondary sections of the schools. Community Accountability and Transparency Initiative (CATI) died on
delivery.

Policies for teacher welfare and motivation such as Teachers Salary Scheme (TSS), National Health Insurance
Scheme (NHIS), Housing for Teachers Scheme ( HATS) are haphazardly implemented or remain on drawing
boards.

The delay is not unconnected with absence of accurate and reliable data required for evidence planning and
budgeting

2) Financing

There is glaring inadequate funding occasion by non-prioritization of education, low budgetary allocation,
misapplication of allocation, corruption, and non-payment of counterpart funds from state governments, etc.
Nigeria needs N51.8 billion for basic education annually but provision for UBEC in 2009 was only N39. 7 billion
in Nigeria is said to need N51.8 billion for basic education annually but provision for UBEC in 2009 was only
N39. 7 billion indicating a shortfall of 23.4% (ThisDay 30 October, 2009). UNESCO National Education Support
Strategy (NESS) for Nigeria 2006-2015 projected a funding gap of between 28% and 30% annually. The
problem is compounded by poor management of available resources and corruption due to weak planning and
budgeting, poor financial management and procurements practices (World Bank, 2008).

In spite of the funding gaps, some states have not been accessing their grants from UBEC due to their inability
or unwillingness to meet the conditions which include counterpart funding, Acton plans and retirement of
previous grants. For instance, as we speak today 33 states have not accessed N30 billion UBE funds for 2010!
Similarly, by 2009, N69 billion had not been accessed in fact, many have not even accessed the funds up to
2006/2007 due to non-provision of matching grant.

3) Teacher Quantity and Quality

Insufficient, unqualified and low teacher quality is still serious issues . particularly in Northern states. Many

states still employ non-qualified teachers, without national minimum teaching qualification requirement of
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Nigeria Certificate in Education (NCE). For instance, of all the teachers teaching in the public education system
in Kano only 23% are qualified and this is low in comparison with other states in Nigeria. Levels of in-service
training are also low and contribute to poor learning outcomes. (Kano State Revised Education Strategic Plan,
2009-2018)

4) Instruction quality and learning outcomes

Increased enrolment without commensurate increase in funding, personnel, facilities, curriculum development
and monitoring has exacerbated issue of low learning achievements at, as depicted by MLA and other related
results at national and state levels. UBE schools, without exception, are characterized by high pupil classroom
ratios, poor infrastructure, low teacher quality and motivation. Surprisingly, the Federal Teachers Scheme
(FTS) that is meant to assist state respond to the increasing demand for teachers in public schools, are not
being treated well.. Participants of FTS have suffered untold hardship in their states of deployment-
accommodation and non-absorption after mandatory 2 years service.

5) Equity

UBE is based on three pillars of access, equity and quality; 12 years on disparities persist among states, LGAs,
and between rural and urban areas and by gender and socio-economic groups. Poverty appears to play a
significant role in determining primary school attendance and learning outcomes are strongly correlated with
the socio-economic status of student households; poor children tend to have lower levels of literacy and
numeracy compared to their non-poor counterparts in Kano State. Furthermore, fewer girls than boys attend
school and these gaps grow as students progress through the system. Gender gaps are highest in poor
households where decisions on schooling tend to exclude some children in the household. We also see
inadequate commitment to implement gender -in-education policy, despite the global focus on the issue.

In Northern states there is the challenge of imbuing life skills in Tsangaya/Qur’anic Schools attendees.

A related issue is disparity in the lack of participation of communities in school management as provided for in
the UBE Act 2004

Others

Other emerging issues refusal of most states to domesticate Child Rights Act (CRA), absence of FOI Act, non-
domestication AU protocol etc

AGENDA SETTING

The Constitution of Nigeria mandates the media to uphold the responsibility and accountability of the
government to the people. Education is not only a fundamental right but the means for accessing other rights.
We can, therefore, not afford to ignore it; the media must set the agenda. The power of the news media to set
a nation’s agenda, to focus public attention on a few key public issues, is an immense and well-documented
influence. Newspapers provide a host of cues about the salience of the topics in the daily news — lead story on
page one, other front page display, large headlines, etc. Television news also offers numerous cues about
salience — the opening story on the newscast, length of time devoted to the story, etc. These cues repeated
day after day effectively communicate the importance of each topic. In other words, the news media can set
the agenda for the public’s attention to that small group of issues around which public opinion forms.(
Maxwell McCombs).

We believe that the Nigeria media, if it chooses, can influence the outcomes of UBE, hence we list the
following issues and sources:

a) Policy Issues:
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Federal Ministry of Education, National Council on Education (NCE) composed of Minister of Education and
State Commissioners of Education, Joint Consultative Committee on Education (JCCE)-provides forum for
consensus building on policy articulation, Legislative Committees on Education in the Senate, Federal House of
Representatives and State Houses of Assembly ( LGA Education Committees?)
b) Supervision and regulation
State Universal Basic Education Commission (UBEC), Universal Basic Education Boards (SUBEBs), Federal
Inspectorate Service (FIS)National Commission on Colleges of Education (NCCE), National University
Commission (NUC).
C) Research, Development and training
National Educational Research and Development Centre (NERDC), National Mathematical Centre (NMC),
National Library of Nigeria (NLN), National Teachers Institute (NTI), National Institute for Education Planning
and Administration (NIEPA).
d) Measurement, Evaluation and Examination
National Business and Technical Education Board (NABTEB), National Examination Council (NECO), Teachers’
Registration Council (TRC)
e) Language training and development
Nigerian Arabic Language Village (NALV), Nigerian French Language Village (NFLV),

d) Voluntary and Civil Society Organisations

National Union of Teacers (NUT), ParentsTeachers Associations (PTAs),International NGOs, National Education
Networks, NGOs, CBOs , School Management Based Committees
CONCLUSION

Basic education is a right in itself: an instrument for changing traditional attitudes, beliefs, and practices that
are inimical to human and rational development; it significantly correlates with improved living standard,
reduced infertility, reduced maternal and child mortality, reduced early marriage, and improved hygienic and
nutritional awareness and practice. The media should therefore treat it like a cross cutting issue in politics and
development. The media should name and shame governments that toy with basic education.

REFERENCES
a) Aluede.R.0.A Universal Basic Education in Nigeria: Matters Arising, Ekpoma, Edo Nigeria
b) FME The Development of Education National of Nigeria, 2008
¢) FME AFramework for Re-engineering the Education Sector 2008
d) Okugbe. G. E. The Challenges Affecting the Implementation of the Universal

e) Basic Education (UBE) in Delta State, Nigeria
f) Adunola Adepoju & Anne Fabiyi Universal Basic Education in Nigeria: Challenges and Prospects.
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POLICY ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETING EDUCATION STATISTICS FOR
JOURNALISTIC REPORTING
WALE SAMUEL
POLICY ADVISOR
CSACEFA

* THE FAILURE OF EDUCATION PROCESS IS NOT OFTEN CONSIDERED LIFE
THREATENING AS FAILURE IN THE MEDICAL SECTOR, HOWEVER SINCE
EDUCATION HAS UNIVERSAL IMPACT ITS FAILURE CAN BE WIDESPREAD
AND OF SUBSTANTIAL SOCIAL DAMAGE

* WHATIS POLICY

* POLICYMAKING IS DEFINED AS ‘THE PROCESS BY WHICH
GOVERNMENTS TRANSLATE THEIR POLITICAL VISION INTO
PROGRAMMES AND ACTIONS TO DELIVER OUTCOMES-DESIRED
OUTCOME IN THE REAL WORLD

* A COHERENT SET OF DECISIONS WITH A COMMON LONG-TERM
OBIJECTIVE (OR OBJECTIVES) AFFECTING OR RELEVANT TO THE
EDUCATION SECTOR AND ITS ACTORS NORMALLY APPROVED

THROUGH VARIOUS PROCESS (CEF/ODI).
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* INTERPRETING EDUCATION STATISTICS

* ATOPICALISSUE IS THE QUALITY AND RELEVANCE OF RESEARCH AND
ITS ABILITY TO INFLUENCE POLICY AND PRACTICE. THIS IS THE MORE
IMPORTANT BECAUSE CONTEMPORARY REPORTING OF EDUCATION
NEWS MUST GO BEYOND STRAIGHT REPORTING TO INCLUDE THE USE
OF EVIDENCE FOR INTERPRETATION AND ANALYSIS. (HOWEVER THERE
IS THE DEARTH OF ACCURATE SCHOOL BASED DATA IN NIGERIA AS
CONFIRMED BY THE UIS (SEPTEMBER 2005) AND THE WORD BANK).

* NATIONAL EDUCATION MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEM(NEMIS)

e THE FME’S NEMIS IS A REPORTING AGENT TO THE UNESCO INSTITUTE
FOR STATISTICS (UIS);THE 2003 SCHOOL CENSUS DATA SUBMITTED BY
NEMIS WAS NOT ACCEPTED BY UIS BECAUSE OF NOTICED INFLATION
IN THE NIGERIAN SUBMISSION.

* EVIDENCE BASED INDICATORS

* AVAILABILITY AND ACCURACY OF THE FOLLOWING EVIDENCE BASED
INDICATORS ARE NEEDED TO ASSESS REAL PROGRESS TOWARDS
EDUCATION FOR ALL AND MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS:

* PUBLIC EDUCATION SPENDING AS PERCENTAGE OF GDP OR

PERCENTAGE OF GDP ALLOCATED TO EDUCATION.
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* DEMAND FOR EDUCATION

* MEASURES OF EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT REFLECT THE KNOWLEDGE
AND SKILLS, OR HUMAN CAPITAL, OF THE POPULATION. E.G.
PERCENTAGE OF THOSE WHO COMPLETED PRIMARY, SECONDARY AND
TERTIARY EDUCATION IN COUNTRIES WHERE THE PROPORTION OF
CHILDREN RELATIVE TO THE WORKING-AGE POPULATION IS MUCH
HIGHER, THERE IS GREATER DEMAND TO GENERATE RESOURCES FOR
EDUCATION.

* NET ENROLMENT RATE

* ANOTHER WAY TO JUDGE THE COVERAGE OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM
IS BY USING NET ENROLMENT RATES EXPRESSED BY DIVIDING THE
NUMBER OF STUDENTS OF A PARTICULAR AGE GROUP ENROLLED IN
ALL LEVELS OF EDUCATION BY THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN THE
POPULATION IN THAT AGE GROUP. THIS PROCESS REFLECT GAPS OR
OTHERWISE IN THE EDUCATION COVERAGE OF THE PARTICULAR AGE
GROUP.

* BALANCING QUALITY AND QUANTITY

* INCREASE IN ENROLMENT COMES WITH ATTENDANT POLICY RESPONSE

AND CHALLENGES. THIS IS BECAUSE OF THEIR IMPACT ON OVERALL
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LEVELS OF EDUCATION EXPENDITURE AND IMPLICATIONS FOR THE
DEPLOYMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES. IN A DRIVE TO ENSURE THAT
THE EXPANSION OF EDUCATION SYSTEMS DOES NOT TAKE PLACE AT
THE COST OF QUALITY, LARGE NUMBERS OF NEW TEACHERS HAVE TO
BE RECRUITED TO TEACH THE GROWING SCHOOL CLIENT-BASES. THIS
IMPLIES DIFFICULT TRADEOFFS FOR POLICY-MAKERS BETWEEN
TEACHERS’ CHARACTERISTICS, WORKING CONDITIONS, INCENTIVES
AND TEACHER EXPOSURE (STUDENT TO TEACHING STAFF RATIOS AND
CLASS SIZES) IF EDUCATION BUDGETS ARE TO BE MAINTAINED AT
SUSTAINABLE LEVELS.

* QUALITY EDUCATION AT A RISK

* THE RAPID EXPANSION OF EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS CAN PLACE THE
QUALITY OF EDUCATION AT RISK. INTERNATIONALLY COMPARABLE
STUDIES OF LEARNING ACHIEVEMENT PROVIDE THAT THE EXPANSION
OF QUANTITY IS NOT SUFFICIENT WITHOUT ATTENTION TO QUALITY.
EVIDENCE FROM INTERNATIONAL STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT STUDIES
UNDERSCORE THAT ACCESS TO SCHOOL ALONE DOES NOT ENSURE
GOOD LEARNING OUTCOMES

* TRADE-OFFS AND CHOICES
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* FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF PUBLIC AUTHORITIES, THE PROVISION OF

EDUCATION SERVICES COMPETES NOT ONLY WITH EXPENDITURE ON

SECURITY AND DEFENSE, AND ON INFRASTRUCTURES, OR WITH

SUPPORT TO THE ECONOMY, BUT IT ALSO COMPETES WITHIN SOCIAL

SPENDING WITH OTHER EXPENDITURES SUCH AS HEALTH AND SOCIAL

PROTECTION. PUBLIC AUTHORITIES OPERATE UNDER BUDGETARY

CONSTRAINTS, AND THEREFORE, FISCAL DISCIPLINE AND THE NEED TO

MAINTAIN PUBLIC ACCOUNTS AT SUSTAINABLE LEVELS COMPEL

GOVERNMENTS TO MAKE DIFFICULT TRADE-OFFS AND CHOICES

REGARDING THE ALLOCATION OF LIMITED RESOURCES.

* TRENDS IN PUBLIC EXPENDITURE

* PUBLIC AUTHORITIES ARE ALSO CONSTRAINED BY LEGISLATION ON

COMPULSORY EDUCATION AND COMMITMENTS TO PROVIDE BASIC

EDUCATION FOR ALL A RESULT, TRENDS IN PUBLIC SPENDING ON

EDUCATION ALSO DEPEND ON TRENDS IN ABSOLUTE ENROLMENTS AT

DIFFERENT LEVELS OF EDUCATION — GIVEN DIFFERENT UNIT COSTS —

IRRESPECTIVE OF COUNTRIES’ FISCAL RESOURCES. TRENDS IN PUBLIC

EXPENDITURE ON EDUCATION THEREFORE NEED TO BE EXAMINED IN

RELATION TO BOTH TRENDS IN ENROLMENTS AT DIFFERENT LEVELS OF
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EDUCATION AND THE BROADER MACROECONOMIC GROWTH

CONTEXT THAT DETERMINES THE AMOUNT OF FISCAL RESOURCES

AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC SECTOR.

* PUPIL TEACHER RATIO

* THE RATIO OF STUDENTS TO TEACHING STAFF IS ALSO AN IMPORTANT

INDICATOR OF POLICY PRIORITIES IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES. INDEED,

THE SUPPLY AND ALLOCATION OF TEACHERS IS A POLICY MATTER

THAT DEPENDS ON HOW THE MINISTRIES OF EDUCATION VIEW THE

IMPORTANCE OF DIFFERENT LEVELS OF EDUCATION. IN DEALING WITH

EXPANDING PARTICIPATION IN EDUCATION, EDUCATION AUTHORITIES

OFTEN HAVE TO WEIGHT SMALLER RATIOS OF STUDENTS TO TEACHING

STAFF AGAINST HIGHER SALARIES FOR TEACHERS, GREATER

INVESTMENT IN TEACHING TECHNOLOGY OR MORE WIDESPREAD USE

OF UNQUALIFIED TEACHERS AND IN NIGERIA CORP MEMBERS WHOSE

SALARIES ARE OFTEN CONSIDERABLY LOWER THAN THOSE OF

QUALIFIED TEACHERS.

* TRENDS AND TRADE -OFFS

* THE EXPANSION OF EDUCATION SYSTEMS IMPLIES MASSIVE CAPITAL

INVESTMENTS TO MEET THE NEEDS OF GROWING STUDENT
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POPULATIONS. YET THE BULK OF EDUCATION EXPENDITURE ON
EDUCATION TRADITIONALLY CONSISTS OF CURRENT EXPENDITURE — A
BUDGETARY COMPONENT THAT IS DEEMED TO INCREASE
PROPORTIONALLY WITH ENROLMENTS IF STUDENT TO TEACHING
STAFF RATIOS AND CLASS SIZES ARE KEPT UNCHANGED. RESPONDING
TO INCREASED DEMAND FOR EDUCATION THEREFORE IMPLIES THE
NEED TO BALANCE OUT DIFFERENT VARIABLES AND POLICY LEVERS IN
ORDER TO MAINTAIN LEVELS OF

* EDUCATION QUALITY INDICATORS FRAMEWORK

* CONTEXTUAL FACTORS: DESCRIBE THE POLITICAL, DONOR POLICIES,
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL FORCES THAT HAVE AN EFFECT ON THE
EDUCATION SYSTEM, BUT ARE BEYOND THE DIRECT CONTROL OF THE
SYSTEM. THESE INCLUDE ENROLMENT, SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS,
GENDER, PLACE OF BIRTH, CATEGORIES OF SPECIAL NEEDS, AND
STUDENT MOBILITY.

* INPUT FACTORS: DESCRIBE THE RESOURCES THAT GO INTO THE
SYSTEM. THEY INCLUDE STUDENT ATTENDANCE, SUPPORT PERSONNEL,

TEACHERS’ QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE, ACCESSIBILITY AND USE
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OF INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS, AND USE OF COMPUTERS IN SELECTED

SUBIJECTS.

* PROCESS FACTORS: DESCRIBE THE ACTIVITIES RESULTING FROM THE
USE AND MANAGEMENT OF THE INPUT INDICATORS WITHIN THE
SCHOOL. AMONG THESE PROCESS FACTORS ARE TEACHERS'’
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, AND COLLABORATION.

e OUTPUT FACTORS: DESCRIBE STUDENTS’ DEVELOPMENT WHILE THEY
ARE STILL IN SCHOOL, AND INCLUDE STUDENTS’ ATTITUDES AND

ACHIEVEMENT RESULTS.

* THE DEVELOPMENT DOMAIN OF EDUCATION INDICATORS IS LARGELY
QUALITATIVE IN NATURE, FOR EXAMPLE;

. - THE COGNITIVE GOALS (ACHIEVEMENT, ASPIRATIONS,

FEELINGS) FOR EDUCATION
. - ATTITUDINAL GOALS FOR THEIR CHILDREN

. - BEHAVIORAL GOALS E.G. SKILLS AND ACTIONS

EVIDENCE UTILIZATION
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* THE USE OF THE RESULTS OF EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH IN POLICY AND
PRACTICE CAN BE SUCCESSFUL ONLY IF A ‘REVOLUTION’ CAN BE
BROUGHT ABOUT IN THE ATTITUDES AND PERSPECTIVES OF THE
VARIOUS STAKEHOLDERS

* ITIS ALSO TRUE THAT EDUCATION PROFESSIONALS DO NOT SEEM TO
BE EXPRESSING MUCH DEMAND FOR EVIDENCE. THEY HAVE
DEVELOPED OTHER WAYS OF SHAPING THEIR PRACTICE, FOR EXAMPLE
THROUGH “TRIAL AND ERROR”

* THANKYOU
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ANNEX 8: Baseline Survey

Kano

Jigawa

Lagos

llorin

Kaduna

Enugu

Male
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3

15
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1
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Have you reported on Ed. Issues

Yes

18

10

10

21

15

No
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Have you benefited from any educaton reporting
training activity

Yes 5 2 4 2 0 2

No 14 9 6 20 4 15

Have you written or produced stories on the

education sector recently

Yes 15 10 9 17 4 15

No 4 1 1 5 0 2

If yes, then which activities have you carried out

Feature Stories 8 4 6 12 3 12

News Story 12 6 9 17 3 14

Radio or TV Documentary 1 4 2 1 0 1

Interview 6 5 8 11 4 10

Editorials 0 0 3 2 0 0

Others 0 0 1 0 0 1

Have you produced stories on the girl child

education recently

Yes 10 8 3 7 1 7

No 8 3 6 13 3 8

unanswered 1 0 1 2 0 2

As a journalist, Describe the level of the girl child

access to basic education in Nigeria

Very High 2 0 0 1 1 2

Medium 7 3 8 13 1 9

Low 9 7 2 6 1 4

Very Low 1 1 0 2 1 2

Rate the interest of the management of your

organization regarding education issues

High 15 9 5 16 4 12

Medium 4 2 3 6 0 5

Low 0 0 1 0 0 0

Very Low 0 0 1 0 0 0

What prominence is given to education in your

medium

Opinion/Editorial 5 2 3 5 0 3

News Iltem 10 5 3 11 1 8

Regular Column 4 2 3 4 2 3

Other 0 2 1 2 1 3
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Demographics by Gender (Enugu)

B Male M Female

Category of Media Organization

14
12
10
2
o
E 8
< 6
<
4
2 t
: o V- 4 A
Print TV Radio Online News
Agency
|l Seriesl 14 0 0 0 3

Education Sectd

Designation of Participant (Enugu)

Other
Producer/Director '
Presenter '

Editor

Correspondent

Reporter

M Seriesl

10
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Years as Reporter (Enugu)

# of Participants
O R, N WRAUIO N WO

I M Seriesl
1to 3 4to 6 7to9 10to 12 other
# of Years as Reporter
1
Reporters' Area of Focus
Crimes |
Health
Education
Girl Child Education |/
General
0 5 10 15
General Girl Ch.”d Education Health Crimes
Education
M Seriesl 15 0 1 1 0

Years Covering this Area of Focus
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Education Sec # of years




Demographics by Gender (llorin)

B Male M Female

5%

95%

Category of Media Organization
20
15
2
E 10
b
5
0 - A V- 4 A
Print TV Radio Online News
Agency
|lSeriesl 20 2 0 0 0

Designation of Participant (llorin)

Other
Producer/Director '
Presenter '

Editor M Seriesl

Correspondent

Reporter
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Years as Reporter (llorin)

# of Participants
O R, N WRAUIO N WO

I I I M Seriesl
m B B BB

Girl Child Education |!

1to3 4to 6 7to9 10to 12 other
# of Years as Reporter
Reporters' Area of Focus
Crimes |
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Education

General
0 5 10 15 20 25
General Girl Ch.”d Education Health Crimes
Education
M Seriesl 21 0 1 0 0
Years Covering this Area of Focus
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8
7
6
5
4
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1to3 4to 6 7t09 unanswered

# of years
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Demographics by Gender (Jigawa)

B Male M Female

Category of Media Organization

5
4
4 3
-
(%]
'§ 2
0
Print TV Radio Online News
Agpnry
M Seriesl 3 1 5 1 1

Education S¢

Designation of Participant (Jigawa)

Other
Producer/Director
Presenter

Editor
Correspondent

Reporter

1
3
1
3
3
0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5 3
M Seriesl
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4.5

3.5

2.5

1.5

# of Participants

0.5

Years as Reporter (Jigawa)

I E o
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1to3 7to9 10to 12 other
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Education Sec
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0 1 2 3 4 5
General Girl Ch.”d Education Health Crimes
Education
M Seriesl 3 1 5 2 0

Years Covering this Area of Focus
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4to 6 7to9

unanswered

#of years
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B Male M Female

Demographics by Gender (Kaduna)

Category of Media Organization
2
1.5
w
oy
bo;
0.5
: A A
Print TV Radio Online News
Agency
M Seriesl 2 1 1 0 0
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Other

Producer/Director — 1

Presenter ' 0

Designation of Participant (Kaduna)

Editor ' 0
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Reporter 1
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Years Covering this Area of Focus

2.5

1.5

0.5

1to 3 4to 6 7to9 unanswered

#of years

M Seriesl
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Kano

Charts
14 Questionnaires
Demographics by Demographics by
Gender Gender (Kano)
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Have you Reported on Education
Issues?

5% M Yes WNo

Have you Benefited From Any Education
Reporting Training?

Yes No

Education Sector Support Programn

Have you written or produced stories
on the education sector recently?

HYes EMNo

79%




Which Activities have you Carried
Out?

Others

Editorials

Interview

Radio or TV Documentary
12

News Story

Feature Stories

Have you Recently Produced Stories on
the Girl-Child Education?

M Yes MW No mMunanswered

5%

42%
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Perceived Level of Girl-Child Access to
Basic Education in Nigeria
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5
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Other ’

Opinion/Editorial

Regular Column _

Type of Focus your Medium gives to

Education Issues
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Demographics by Gender (LS)

60%

B Male M Female

Category of Media Organization
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Years as Reporter (LS)
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Years Covering this Area of Focus
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ANNEX 9:

Group Work

Strategic Media engagement with government to mitigate falling education standard
Group 1

Areas of focus
¢ Quality
¢ Curriculum
* Teaching methodology
* Infrastructure
* Training
*  Welfare
*  Funding
*  Policy implementation
* Environment
* Educational institution
* Access and equity

Quality
* Teachers education level / Recruitment
* What measures is government putting in place to employ teachers
* Review of curriculum of the institution
* career development
* Teacher / pupil ratio 1:30
* Absence of child centered learning
* Training institutions are not teaching the curriculum

Curriculum
*  Curriculum confusion / How far is the government carrying the schools along
* Impact of the new curriculum

Infrastructure
¢ Suitability or otherwise of existing infrastructure
* Access roads — distance to schools
* Learning environment — Water & Sanitation; classroom, laboratories, libraries, furniture

Policy Implementation
* Inconsistency in government policy due to lack of political will
* Getting policies institutionalized, get legislative

Welfare
* Poorremuneration
* Rewards
* Incentives

Funding
* Awareness of funds from govt. budget
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* Issues of accountability

* Clash of interest/ duplication

* Are the funds applied properly
* 26% budgetary allocation

Monitoring / Inspectorate

* Improper supervision of schools

Engagement strategies

* Advocacy visits — schools, ministries relevant agencies

* Coalition with CSO’s

* Periodic publications, monitoring a evaluate stories, analysis, features
* Review of activities and follow-up stories

¢ Virtual Communication — through network of journalists etc.

Group 2

Story ideas

1. School meal program

How free is free education in Nigeria

Confusion over new education curriculum

6-3-3-4, 9-3-4 : Where is education headed

How effective is school inspection

MDGs / EFA; Wither the score card

Political affiliation and provision of facilities/ infrastructure in schools
40bn Naira UBEC Fund: Why some states are not accessing

. Inconsistency in textbook policy

10. Fed Min of Education and UBEC: Who does what?

©oNOU A WN

Group 3

7
0.0

3

%

3

%

Poor quality of teaching

> Need for training and retraining of teachers
Inconsistency in Govt. Education Policies

» Poor policy implementation

Inadequate funding of the education sector

» UNESCO’s Benchmark

Poor remuneration for teachers

Provision of adequate infrastructure

Teaching aids

Classrooms

Libraries

Laboratory

Toilets etc. — will ensure a child friendly school environment
Corruption in the education

> Diversion of education funds by corrupt teachers

» Parents, teachers, principles — aiding and abeting

Poor reading culture

> Debate competitions

> Provision of scholarships

Provision of textbooks that conform with the new curriculum

YV VVYVYVYVY
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+* Re- orientation program for education stakeholders

Names of mentors and mentees for ESSPIN Journalism

Development Programme

Mentor Anselm Okolo

Mentee Organisation | State Telephone e-mail Story ideas

Tony Ita Champion Enugu 08037269329 | itaetim@yahoo.com 1. Funding of primary

Etim schools: who pays
what?

2. Poor staffing in
public primary schools
in Enugu State.

3. Why Enugu State
cannot access UBEC
fund

4. How political
activities disrupt
school programmes.

The Sun Lagos 08035065565 | gabrieldike2003@yahoo.com | 1.School meal
Gabriel programme in
Dike primary schools

2. Confusion over new
basic education
curriculum

3. EFA & MDGs goals:
score card so far.

4. Learning
environment — toilet,
water, furniture,
classroom and others.

Toyin Natinal Life Kwara 08035026323 | adurodija@yahoo.com 1.Educational funding

Adurodija (ETF, UBEC, internal

Adebayo donors and budgeting
allocations)

2.Corruption in the
education sector in
politicians, SUBEB/LG
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3. Poor reading
culture as it affects
education in Nigeria.

Boco Edet

Daily Trust

Abuja

08034412903

ninaedet@yahoo.com

1. Education and
Election — how
politicians kill Nigerian
education system.

2. UBEC funding -
states not accessing
funds

3. EFIA and MDGs
goals — score card so
far.

4. How free is
education in Nigeria?

5. Corruption in
education sector —
ministries, teachers,
parents, schools.

Baba
Negedu

Daily
Independent

Kaduna

08056701053

saintmartins157@yahoo.com

1.The fallen standard
of education, what is
responsible and what
needs to be done

2. The issue of Girl-
child education,
imperatives for
development with
emphasis on Northern
Nigeria

3. The inability of
state government to
access UBEC fund and
implication on the
education sector.

4. The impact of
Northern education
summit on education
in the North.
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Names of mentors and mentees for ESSPIN Journalism

Development Programme

Mentor Sanya Onayoade

Mentee Organisation State Telephone e-mail Story ideas

Kayode Nigeria Lagos | 08033440706 | kayodefalade@gmail.com 1.Cost of electioneering:

Falade Compass A cross for students to
bear

2.Doctors strike: who
gets charge for
manslaughter

3. UBEC unaccessed
funds and states:
matters arising.

4. Jonathan’s new
varieties: A priority

misplaced?

5. 6-3-3-4- where heads

education?
Olatidoye | The Herald Kwara | 08033910735 | Firstbrothersl@yahoo.com 1.Education: conflict of
Akeem interest

2. How excellent is
Nigeria Education
system

3. Thorns in the
education system.

4. 6-3-34, 9-3-4: where
is education headed

5. political affiliation
and provision of
facilities/infrastructures

in schools
Champion Abuja | 08034291832 | mememuo@yahoo.com 1. UBEC un-accessed
Erasmus funds and states:
Alaneme matters arising.

2. Why States cannot
access UBEC fund
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3. How political
activities disrupt school
programmes.

Tony
Edike

Vanguard

Enugu

08033218180

toniedike@yahoo.com

1. How one month
closure of schools for
voters’ registration has
affected pupils
performance in second
term.

2. Teachers’
involvement in
electioneering
campaigns and election
duties: the politicians
gain, education suffers.

3. Why some state
Universal Basic
Education Boards fail to
access UBE funds.

4. Neglect of Rural
Primary Schools in
Enugu State. The
dangers ahead.

5. The impact of
teachers’ retaining
programme on
education standard in
Enugu.

Ibrahim
Musa
Giginyu

Media Trust

Kano

08054137150

Ibrotrust@gmail.com

1.IQTE: the progress so
far

2. Infrastructural
Development and its
impact on knowledge in
Kano State

3. povert and illiteracy
as catalyst to girl-child
education promotion

4. Poverty and illiteracy
as catalyst to promote
poor Girl-child
education.
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Names of mentors and mentees for ESSPIN Journalism

Development Programme

Mentor Diran Onifade

Mentee Organisatio | State Telephone | e-mail Story ideas
n

NTA Kaduna 08033262 | toneeforson@yahoo.co.u | 1. Infrastructural
Anthony 167 k decay in Kano
Forson primary schools-
a focus on one of
the schools
within the Kano

metropolis

2. Poverty and
illiteracy as
catalyst to
promote poor
Girl-child
education

3. Neglect of
Rural Primary
Schools in
Northern
Nigeria. The
dangers ahead

Freedom Jigawa 08032320 | bintumaal@yahoo.com 1. Election and
Binta Radio 219 education in
Lawan Nigeria, Effects
Umar on students,
parents and
teachers.

2. Girl child
education in
Northern
Nigeria: focus —
Jigawa State.

3.The
intergration of
Tsangaya and
Modere schools,
the road so far:
focus-ligawa.
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Freedom Kano 08056368 | inuwabashirmuhammad 1.Girl Child

Bashir Radio 722 @yahoo.com Education —
Muhamma Rising to the
d Inuwa college

2. Election and
Education, how
politicians
contribute in the
downfall of
education in
Nigeria e.g
Northern
Nigeria.

3. Accessing
UBEC funds by
States.

4. Educational
system in
Nigeria,

FRCN, Lagos 08028461 | kifekoya@yahoo.com 1. The impact of
Kikelomo Lagos 579 teachers’
Ifekoya retaining
programme on
education
standard in
Enugu

2. Funding of
primary schools:
who pays what?

3. Policy
somersaults and
the fate of
educational
development in
Nigeria.

Names of mentors and mentees for ESSPIN Journalism

Development Programme

Mentor Akin Jimoh

Mentee Organisation | State Telephone e-mail Story ideas
Lawrence | Guardian Enugu 08037005486 | mailablelaw@yah | 1. Fallen standard
Njoku 0o.com Education in Enugu

2.Girl Child Education in
South East
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3. UBEC/SUBEB Funding:
What impact?

Tony
Akowe

The Nation

Kaduna

08036371853

akowetony@yaho

0.com

1.Improving the standard
of Education in the North

2. UBEC/SUBEB funding:
what impact on schools in
Kaduna State?

3 100 Tsanganyya schools:
what progress?

4. Transforming policies to
realities

5. 2011 election: How
politicians are impacting
education

John
Alechenu

The Punch

Abuja

08033283632

John_alechenu05
@yahoo.com

1. Northern Education
Summit, in whose
interest2. Politically
motivated closure of
schools and its adverse
effects

2. Politically motivated
closure of schools and its
adverse effects

3. How free is free
education in Nigeria?

Policy flip flops and the fate
of educational
development in Nigeria.

Adamu
Abuh

Guardian

Kano

08037867160

adabuus@yahoo.
com

1. A second look at the
Almajiva: phenomenome in
Kano: a human angle
perspective looking at it
from an encounter with
one out of the thousand
almajivas prowling the
streets of kano.

2. Infrastructural decay in
Kano primary schools- a
focus on one of the schools
within the Kano metropolis
3. Girl/child education
remains a big problem in
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kano. | will do a story by
talking to one out of
hundreds of girls who are
forced by circumstances
beyond their control to
hawk wares on the streets.

4. Forced holidays, impact
on the schools, a cursory
look at one of the schools
affected in Kano State.
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ANNEX 10

SANYA ONAYOADE
GENERAL COMMENTS

1. 38 stories received

2. 36 stories assessed

3. 2 could not be assessed. The print in “Nigeria’s tortuous journey towards education for All” by
Erasmus Alaneme in Champion is tiny and blurred. The story “Teenage Pregnancy: Teachers
advocate sexuality Education in Schools,” by Funmi Ogundare in Thisday, though looks good
from the initial paragraphs, is inconclusive. The continuation page is missing.

4. One of the assessed stories, “I am happy, blind — school teacher” by Boco Edet in Daily Trust
should have been a great story if it had been written in prose, and done like an investigative
which will include more participants (interviewees) with all necessary angles covered. It has
the biggest human angle, but lacks all other criteria for good story.

5. Of'the 38 stories, only 9 have ingredients. Others are mere reports of events/announcements or
one-person interviews.

6. Without prejudice to the below criteria, general assessment based on initiative, number of
sources and depth of reports

ASSESSMENT

NAME MEDIA CONTENT ACCURACY RELEVANCE LOGICAL TOTAL
SEQUENCE
1. Tony Akowe, (In The Nation, 20 15 20 15 70
Search of Education) kaduna
2. Gabriel Dike, (States Daily Sun, Lagos 15 14 23 13 65
shun N36 billion
grants from UBEC)

3. Tony Akowe, The Nation, 20 15 15 10 60
(Kaduna's sore Kaduna
learning
environment)

4. Tony Ita Etim Daily Champion, 20 8 22 10 60
(Shameful plight of Enugu
Enugu Pry. Schools

5. Binta Lawan Umar, Freedom Radio, 10 15 15 12 52
(Significant role of Jigawa
the Tsangaya system
in Northern Nigeria)

6. Lawrence Njoku Guardian, Enugu 15 10 20 5 50
(Pupils study under
tree in Enugu)

7. Binta Lawan Umar Freedom Radio, 13 10 20 7 50
(Girl Child education Jigawa
— Are we there yet?)
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NOTES TO ASSESSED STORIES

Tony Akowe, (In
Search of Education)

Shows causes of prevalent backwardness in the Nigerian education sector, especially in the North. Highlights
particularly poor use of English in the North. Had a very strong initiative, had a good spread of cases. Good
investigative

Gabriel Dike, (States
shun N36 billion
grants from UBEC)

Shows the contradiction of wallowing in the midst of plenty: available grants for schools, but curious refusal to
assess for strange reasons. Good initiative though it emanates from a report. But deep with good sequence and
grammar

Tony Akowe,
(Kaduna's sore
learning
environment)

Shows infrastructural decay, using a primary school as reference. Shows gradual degeneration of the school
premises with its health hazards. Observational story, deep in analysis but shallow in interview spread.

Tony Ita Etim
(Shameful plight of
Enugu Pry. Schools

Shows infrastructural paucity in a school just 20 minutes drive from the seat of state power. Shows gradual
decline in enrolment due to these challenges and obvious corruption as shown in the illegal conversion of school
land by state officials. Good story not well presented. Good spread of contacts (interviewees) but bad grammar
and fair logical sequence.

Binta Lawan Umar,
(Significant role of
the Tsangaya system
in Northern Nigeria)

Talks about the essence of quranic school in educational development but fails to give the story the needed
flesh. Good topic, but opinionated rather than investigative. Not a strong initiative. No widespread contacts

Lawrence Njoku
(Pupils study under
tree in Enugu)

Talks about the unpleasant condition under which children learn in a local government in Enugu, especially
studying under tree after wind blew off the roof. Contract awarded but contractor fails to finish construction
because of apparent corruption in the ministry. Good initiative, but no depth. Fair spread of people interviewed.

Binta Lawan Umar
(Girl Child education
— Are we there yet?)

Talks of poor girl-child enrolment and lack of national focus on the problem. Good initiative and grammar, but
lack of depth and widespread of contacts. (Please note that she is disadvantaged in this assessment because
comments of those she interviewed were not shown)
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ANNEX 11 Sample Application Form.

CALL FOR APPLICATION: 2010 Journalism
Development Programme.

Development Communications (DEVCOMS), Network winner ONE Africa Award 2008 on
innovative work with the media and contribution towards the achievement of MDGs 4 & 5, is
pleased to call for applications from all eligible professional journalists in Nigeria. This
application is for Journalism Development Programme in Nigeria. This training is supported
under Department for International Development (DFID) programme of education

development assistance called The Education Sector Support Programme in Nigeria.
(ESSPIN).

BACKGROUND
The Education Sector Support Programme in Nigeria (ESSPIN) is a six year UK Department for

International Development (DFID) programme of education development assistance and is a part of a
suite of State Level Programmes aimed at improvements in governance and the delivery of basic
services. ESSPIN’s aim is to have a sustainable impact upon the way in which government in Nigeria
delivers education services and is directed at enabling institutions to bring about systemic change in
the education system, leveraging Nigerian resources in support of State and Federal Education Sector
Plans and building capacity for sustainability. It is currently operating in six States (Kano, Kaduna,
Kwara, Jigawa, Enugu and Lagos) and at the Federal level. ESSPIN builds upon previous technical
assistance projects in education and runs in parallel with World Bank credit-funded projects in four of
the States (the State Education Sector Project (SESP) in Kano, Kaduna and Kwara and SESP 1II in
Lagos).

PLEASE FILL THE FORM BELOW TO APPLY.
Surname: ALIYU

Last name: YUSUF

Other Names:

Name of Media Organization: TRIUMPH PUBLISHING COMPANY LIMITED, KANO,
NIGERIA

Type of Media: PRINT

Print/Online journalists only
Please submit five copies of past stories on the Nigerian education sector you have reported
in the past 1 year. Otherwise scan and send to devcoms@yahoo.com
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Field Experience: 9 YEARS
Previous Story Coverage: Education

Reason for Selection Why do you think you should be on this training? In 150 words, give a
concise description for your reasons.

As a journalist whose main duty is to educate and inform the larger society through the medium of mass
communications, I think participating in a training of this nature will afford me the opportunity to learn and be
exposed to certain challenges as they affect the development of the educational sub sector so as to achieve the set
objectives of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Therefore, the knowledge acquired can be used to
further sensitize both the government and the people in the society on community participation in education so
that the society would fit in to the present global challenges.

The current trend in education reporting has been politically motivated and not inclusive of demand and voice
creation. Strategic media involvement in education can bring about positive changes that will facilitate
Nigeria’s trek towards MDG 2. I believe my years on the field and expertise in reporting can contribute greatly
towards achieving this in Kano State and Nigeria as a whole.
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ANNEX 12
AWARDS CEREMONY

Journalism Development Programme in the Education Sector in Nigeria

Date: 19" October , 2011.
Venue: Bolingo Hotels and Tower Independence Ave., CBD, Area 10, Garki, Abuja

Time: 6 pm prompt

1. Pre-dinner drinks/small chops
2. Welcome Address - - Akin Jimoh, Program Director, Devcoms Network

3. Key note presentation by the National Coordinator Mr. Wale Samuel of
CSACEFA

4. Goodwill Messages by Development Partners/CSOs
5. Experience sharing by the beneficences of the Programme.
6. Awards Presentation/ Certificate
Best in Print
Best in Broadcast (Radio)
Best in Broadcast (Television)
Presentation of awards to the Overall Winner
7. Vote of Thanks

8. Dinner! Dinner!! Dinner!!!
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Give us tools to work—FCT
teachers

By Boco Edet

LESS than a book for each pupil

fficial figures released
by the Federal Min-
istry of Education

in May show total absence and
limited supply of most ameni-
ties in Nigeria’s primary schools
but areas hardest hit are those of
instructional materials for teach-
ers and textbooks for pupi

According to the ministry
which oversees the education
sector, statistics for 2006/2007
indicate that for the more than 16
subjects offered, there were only
20 million books in circulation
across Nigerian public schools
which were to be distributed to 95
million pupils. It meant that each
pupil’s chance of getting a text-
book was less than one percent,
exactly 0.21 per cent. The pupils
were in need of more than triple
the amount of books available,
over 75 million books.

As for the teachers and their
instructional materials, the Fed-
eral Capital Territory’s official
figures reveal that in 2006/2007,
teacher to core guide book ratio
was 1.2 per cent.

The FCT can boast of fine
structures for schools. In 2009,
the grant accessed from the Uni-
versal Basic Education Commis-
sion (UBEC) by FCT was used to
construct and rehabilitate class-
rooms, libraries, toilets, bore
holes among others. As a result,
the nation’s capital won the gold
medal as Best Performing State
in the North-Central zone for

ding impl ation of

g
=

FCT UBED Chairman Musa Yakubu displaying the UBE gold medal for best performing state in Northcentral zone

But primary school teachers
continue to complain that despite

been trained and re-trained;

teaching is difficult because of

lack of instructional materials.
Maryam, the others and a

g Imp
the UBE programme. But in that
same year the only furniture and
equipment project was the supply
of 16 set furniture in Kubwa for
Early Child Care and Develop-
ment Education.

Qualified teachers & Train-
ing

The FCT Universal Basic Edu-
cation Board (UBED) can hardly
be faulted in the areas of physical
structures, training and re-train-
ing of its teachers and qualified
manpower. As at last year out
of its 6,228 teachers, 5,574 were
qualified. Chairman of the board
Musa Maikasuwa Yakubu said:
“The board is doing very well in
the area of capacity building for
teachers. On Tuesday we flagged
off a training programme for
4,025 teachers that are undergo-
ing capacity building in various
subject areas.

“All our teachers are trained
and professional teachers. We do
not have anybody less than NCE.
‘We have teachers with degrees,
Mastersand even PhD. The train-
ing we give them is in line with
the new curriculum developed
by NERDC because of the basic
education”

comp
Eleven-year-old ~ Maryam
Sauka who attends a public school
in FCT could not power ona com-
puter. But she could definea com-
puter and name its parts without
stress. The only computer she had
access to, was the one her teacher
drew on the board during compu-
ter studies.

She shares the same fate with
pupils of Festival Road Primary
School in Garki who have not
been receiving computer studies
lessons because there is not a sin-
gle computer in the school.

‘Allow us specialise’

Madam Lilian, a primary four
teacher has been teaching in gov-
ernment schools for 22 years but
was only sent on training two
years ago under the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs)

project. She said: “The training
actually helped but the problem
we always have is that we come
back to do what you are asked to
do but the motivation would not
be there.
ou are not supported
Yby those who sent you
out; the classrooms are
not equipped to help your work.
As teachers you are expected to
dip your hand in your pocket
from allowances you are not even
getting to improvise for effective
teaching.

“You have been asked to goand
improve yourself, you have done
that but you are still compelled
in the primary school to teach all
the subjects which would never
bring out the best in you. So long
as the stakeholders and 1

since 1999 has attended up to five
training programmes. She said: “I
have gone on two or three com-
puter training sessions but the
challenge is that we do not even
have a computer in the school so
whatever I learn is wasted. You
know you cannot teach compu-
ter studies in theory because we
would just be speaking and they
would be imagining things. We
have not been teaching computer
in the school because there are no
computers.

“Other workshops, it is still
the same thing. I went out dur-
ing the break to buy this book
as there are new topics that have
been introduced. Itis on the use of
drawing instruments and as this
topic is introduced these children

of labour insist on not em}:loyl'ing
more professional teachers in the
different subjects then teaching
would be difficult”
“We are tired of improvising’
Julian Mato a primary six
teacher who has been teaching

So long as the stakeholders and
employers of labour insist on not
employing more professional
teachers in the different subjects
then teaching would be difficult

are supposed to be seeing these
things practically. I told them to
buy mathematical sets but it is
not all of them that are in there.
When you complain, they will
say improvise. We have to draw
on the wall. The materials are not
on ground”

When training counts

A teacher in LEA Primary
School, Jabi, Abuja who pleaded
anonymity said she has attended
three workshops in the 11 years
she has taught. The last workshop
she attended was in 2010 on child
centred learning. According to
her, “we were taught how to teach
large classes. By the time we came
back we were able to organize the

pupils in groups and the result
has been impressive because the
pupils are really improving”

But her complaint is that,
“we lack books and even when
the books are available the chil-
dren find it difficult to buy them
because of poverty. We usually
improvise with something that is
similar to the natural object.”

Zakki started teaching in
2001 and he has participated in
11 workshops. He said the series
of training has helped improved
his teaching and reflected on the
children who used to be so timid,
they refused to speak.

is words: “Teaching

in the private school

almost everything is
available. Everything you need
to lay hands on for teaching the
children is there. But in the public
school you are told to improvise.
How do you do that? Sometimes
you don’t have the money to go to
the class and you have to use your
money to do this improvisation.”

The FCT UBED chairman
has, however, denied that primary
schools are lacking instructional
materials. According to him, “we
have enough instructional mate-
rials. Any trained teacher has the
capacity to develop materials that
would suit what he is going to teach
that is not a problem at all. We
have books that teach any teacher
to improvise where there is no
standard instructional material”
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Rainstorm destroys school,

leaves 215 p

By Boco Edet

fierce rainstorm has

partially destroyed a

public primary school

in Niger State, leaving
215 pupils stranded. The roofs
of two blocks of classrooms of
Gauraka LEA Primary School
collapsed in the early hours of
Sunday morning, May 22. Three
weeks on, the pupils of Day Care
and Primary One class who were
affected by the storm are being
taught in the school’s open field,
under a tree.

Gauraka Primary School has
its fair share of troubles. It is not
the first time it is in the news. In
January, Daily Trust reported how
the school had turned to a dump
site for those living in the com-
munity. Located in Gauraka Tafa
local government, after Madalla,
the school accommodates chil-
dren who come from homes of
mostly low income earners.

Since 1976 when the school
was first established, it has not
enjoyed the needed renovation
to keep it up to standard. When I
visited yesterday, the children, all
less than seven sat under the tree
in the dust barely listening to their
teacher shout, “the table is under
the chair.”

Asit were, if there was another
rainstorm, more classrooms
would fall casualty. Their roofs
were rusty and already caving in.

It is not the first time rain-
storm is affecting the classrooms
but this particular incident is
by far the worst, a source in the
school said.

The headmaster has moved

to the library, a crammed space,
since his office was also destroyed
by the storm. He was negotiating
with the principal of the Second-
ary School to release one of their

was recovered from the rainstorm.

[ ]
- e

classrooms for the children’s use
as a temporary measure when [
arrived.

“We run two shifts because the
classrooms are inadequate. The

school also needs fencing because
we have many trespassers. Our
fear right now is for the children.
‘When there is rain where would
we put them? When the storm
happened, we used our resources
to repair some of the other roofs
so that not everyone ends up out-
side,” the source said.
wo accidents have
occurred because of
the lack of fencing.
At one time, a child
suffered a fracture, another source
told me. Sometimes people come
to defecate in the classrooms since
there is free entrance.

After the rainstorm incident,
the school lost some of its zinc,
wood and fans to thieves.

“When it happened, we noti-
fied the Niger State Universal
Basic Education Board. We were
told to write a formal letter and
attach pictures as evidence which
we did. But we are yet to receive
any response,” the source said.

The Parents Teachers Asso-
ciation (PTA) has partially been
funding the school. They did a
mini-fencing, bought seats and
employed two voluntary teachers
because teachers were complain-
ing of been overburdened by the
large population of students.

The teachers of the classes
affected by the rainstorm are not

Is stranded

happy with the situation. They
teach outside without black-
boards. They scream at the top
of their voices for the pupils to
hear. They struggle to control the
pupils.

The pupils sit on cartons under
thetree. They are dispersed before
their usual closing time. This is
before noon when the sun gets
harsh. They have no desks and
chairs so they cannot write. Their
teachers have only been teaching
them orally.

“The children are fighting
every time. They keep roam-
ing about. They are always tear-
ing their books and getting their
pencils missing. We cannot give
them homework. We wrotelesson
notes but we cannot teach what is
there. We are supposed to write
midterm test but that cannot hap-
pen in this kind of environment.
Both classes, that is Day Care and
Primary One, are mixed and it
has reduced the knowledge of the
latter because they are now more
playful” one teacher complained.

Soon the pupils would write
promotional examinations but
they have wasted over three weeks
without effective teaching.

“The authorities should assist
us urgently. They should asa mat-
ter of urgency reconstruct the
classrooms,” the teachers pleaded.
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Tsangaya system and
the plight of Almajiris

By Ibrahim Musa Giginyu

FIVE-YEAR-OLD Aminu Uba
Dankanjiba was brought to Kano
State from neighbouring Katsina
State by his uncle to acquire
Quaranic knowledge.

He alongside 17 of his col-
leagues is quartered in a small
room with no windows to allow
cross-ventilation. The roofing in
the room looks as if it would fall
the next minute.

The occupants are, indeed,
vulnerable to all forms of air-
borne diseases and other related
ailment. Aminu goes out like oth-
ers with his bowl to beg for food
after the day’s lesson session. He
repeats this ritual three times a
day for as long as he is a student
in the school. For him, life begins
and ends at the school. For the lit-
tle Aminu, there is no room for
dreams, ambition or career guid-
ance. He lives life the way it comes
to him on daily basis.

Aminu is one of the over one
million children clad in tattered
clothes begging on the streets and
seeking Quranic education in the
Tsangaya Schools spread in dif-
ferent angles of the state.

The attitude of the society
towards these almajiris is a com-
plex paradox. Some treat them
with contempt and exploit them,
while others give them alms and
food out of sympathy or after
using them to run errands. This
probably accounts for why most
homes in the state engage the
services of these children on daily
basis.

The experience of Isa Adamu,
a 17 year old Almajiri who
claimed to have been in Kano
for seven years, is a story of want
and despite, Adamu says he and
four of his siblings are in different
Tsangaya schools in different part
of northern Nigeria. He claimed
that they visit their parents once
in two years. He says though the
condition under which they live

group of almajiris

ALMAUJIRIS on the streets of Kano

is almost inhuman because basic
things like food and clothing
are lacking, they have no option
because their parents are poor
and ant them to study the basics
of their religion.

He added that his greatest
problem is that each time he sees
other children in company of
their parents, he feels depressed.
Adamu laments that the current
economic hardship is taking its
toll on them as they hardly get
Jeftovers nowadays. Rather, they
have resorted to

doing menial jobs like nail cut-
ting, cap weaving, hawking and
cobbling to feed.

This led to a total deviation
from the ethics and purpose of
S;ﬁging and scholarship, which

ill later generate to social vices
and menace.

In view of this, the state gov-
ernmenthadl hed a T

in the state. It was also disclosed
that the state government trained
more
Schools teachers and headmas-
ters while more than 25 Islamic
teachers have benefited from
various trips to Gambia, Saudi
Arabia, Sudan and other Islamic
countries in order tobe equipped
and impart the best knowledge to
the Tsangaya students.

A pilot feeding programme
for Almajirai was also introduced
in some local governments in the
state, through provision of cooked
food so as to stop them from beg-
ging for food at every nook and
cranny of the state and to keep
them off the streets of Kano. Tsan-
gaya schools are said to beless for-
mal in the sense of conventional
schooling and solely focus on rote
learning of the Qur'an. Tsangaya
schools cater for large numbers

f ; o

than 4,000 Islamiyya

are dependent upon the school
proprietor for accommodation
and feeding, often suppl d
by informal economicactivity and
begging. As such, many Tsangaya
students are highly vulnerable.
The question here is with the
introduction of Tsangaya system,
are the almajiris fairing any bet-
ter? An Islamic teacher, Ahmad
Usman of Hotoron Arewa told
our reporter that Tsangaya sys-
tem was said to have been intro-
duced to reduce the menace of
almajiri, as signaled on the 21st
January 2006 during the official
launching of the programme at
Wailare village in Makoda Local
Government Area. It was stated
that the almajirai would be served
three square meals daily, and that
the state government would also
provide boarding facilities and
uniforms for them
Al Usman  also

system via which the schools have
been upgraded with necessary
materials aimed at boosting the
Quranic and western education

Education Sector Support Programme in Nigeria

of almajiri g from

the locality, including others from
neighbouring states and coun-
tries. A large proportion of chil-
dren attending Tsangaya schools

stated that he was there when
the government stated during
the launching that its already 44
of such boarding schools have
been provided, one in each of the
local governments, while three
zonal Higher Tsangaya boardi

PICS. SANI MAIKATANGA

you will believe me nothing
has changed much. The Almajiris
are still littering the streets in their
hundreds looking famished, hag-
gard and miserable” he said.

However, the Tsangayas visited
by Kano Chronicle we e shadows
of what they used to be, according
to a proprietor of one of the Tsan-
gaya who gave his name as Malam
MaiKota said, “The whole idea
was really good and calculative
if adhered to accordingly. At the
beginning we were use to be giv-
ing some food items even though
not much, but at least it supple-
ments us. But later we were left to
continue with the pupils the tra-
ditional way which we are doing
now. To me the approach to the
issue was faulty, that was why I
can categorically state here that,
the administration came and left
the Almajjiris the way it mate
them,” MaiKota said.

To reduce the Almajiri prob-
lem a current initiatives include
a State Universal Basic Education
Board (SUBEB) pilot programme
for Integration of Tsangaya
and informal Quranic schools

schools would be constructed at
the cost of N15 million. And that
the Higher Tsangaya boarding
school will have about 15 rooms,
10 toilets and four shades and the
boarding school would accom-

date about 200 stud

“Now let us be fair to ourselves
how many Tsangaya schools do
we have in the state that gives
three square mills to its Alma-
jirai not to talk of having the said
boarding facilities and also not to
talk of the Higher Tsangaya. I was
at the venue of the launching in
2006 and

Islamiyya, Qur'anic and Tsan-
gaya Education IQTE) was intro-
duced. A key issue is the degree
of integration that schools will
likely accept.

A key initial priority is to
undertake a comprehensive
study of the current situation
including the realistic scope and
pace of integration, including
resource requirements. Though,
budgetary allocation to IQTE is
currently very limited, the ges-
ture seems to be a welcome idea
to all; however there is the need
to extend it to all crannies of the
society.
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